246.  MT MOTES
EXPLOSION OF MATRICULATES
A correspondent writes to say:1
This question is well worth asking. It has often been answered
in this paper. The lure of a Government stamp makes slaves of us.
Hence I have suggested that it is our duty to leave Government
schools. But who will free the students from this infatuation?
How can one secure, without a Government stamp, a job where
there are chances of getting a bribe? The student will be unable
to free himself from this infatuation so long as he does not will-
ingly accept work involving physical labour and value it more than
literary education. This is one of the reasons why the spinning-
wheel has been given such importance. It is a widely accepted
symbol of manual labour. In the first issue of Navajivan a
picture was given which contained figures of the spinning-wheel
and the plough. As the status of the spinning-wheel improves,
physical labour and honourable poverty will automatically find
the place that they deserve. This does not imply that everyone
should earn a living by means of the spinning-wheel, but it does
imply that everyone should do so by means of productive labour.
It is the atmosphere of the schools which is responsible for an
increase in the students' love of British ways of life and their love
of British goods, Only a handful of students remain unaffected
by the atmosphere,
FIRES CAUSED BY THE PRIMUS STOVE
The same correspondent writes as follows about the Primus
stove:2
It is true that the Primus stove has enslaved the minds of
Gujarati women, I also believe that this stove is not as necessary
as it is generally believed to be. It is undoubtedly true that a
Gujarati woman's sari lends grace to her, but it does cause great
inconvenience to the working women. It seems to be a fact that
the sari is responsible for the accidents through the Primus stove
in which Gujarati women have been involved. If I could persuade
1 The letter is not translated here.  The correspondent had drawn attention
to the increasing number of matriculates in the country and the problem of
their employment.
2 The letter is not translated here.